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Throughout the school year the Student Services Office publishes Scholarship Newsletters which are mailed to seniors and their parents as well as displayed on the “senior wall” near the Student Services Office.  It is important that seniors seeking financial aid for the 2008 - 2009 college school year check these newsletters for possible scholarships, loans, or grants.  If interested in applying for any of this aid, students may get the appropriate forms from the Student Services Office.  Many of these financial aid opportunities have specific deadlines which must be met.  SENIORS, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MEETING THESE DEADLINES. 

IMPORTANT FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION

It is not too early for your family to begin to work on the various financial aid forms. Most college financial aid is need-based and all families must submit the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) form to be considered for any federal grants and loans. In addition, many private colleges also require submission of the CSS/ Financial Aid PROFILE. Deadlines vary tremendously from college to college. Students should check the financial aid deadlines as carefully as they check the application deadlines. Usually the CSS Profile form must be submitted earlier than the FAFSA form. The latter cannot be submitted until January 1, 2008. If your financial and tax information will not be ready by the deadlines, you may estimate the figures (or use last year’s numbers) and correct them at a later date. We strongly recommend that you file all financial aid forms on-line. It is much easier to make corrections and the applications are processed more quickly. If you do file on-line, both parents and students will need their own PIN number. We suggest that you take the time now to apply for your PIN number at www.pin.ed.gov.  You may access the FAFSA website at www.fafsa.ed.gov and register for the CSS PROFILE at https://profileonline.collegeboard.com.  You must register for the CSS Profile on-line.  A list of colleges and universities that require the CSS PROFILE is available in the Student Services Office or on the Profile website.  The 2008 – 2009 FAFSA is not available yet, but you may preview the information requested by viewing the 2007 – 2008 “FAFSA on the Web Worksheet” at the FAFSA website.
We also suggest that you log on to the College Board (www.collegeboard.com) site to determine an estimate of your Expected Family Contribution. This is the minimum amount of money that the federal government and the colleges believe that the family can put towards their son or daughter’s education next year.

GENERAL SCHOLARSHIPS

A. LEIGH PHILLIPS SCHOLARSHIP:  $750 scholarship granted to a student with a documented disability under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) who plan to pursue a college education.  Deadline:  March 4, 2008.   Application to be processed by the student. 

ALPHA ONE “POWERING EDUCATION” SCHOLARSHIP:  Three $2,000 scholarships granted to students with disabilities who plan to pursue a college education.  Applicants must have a “B” average and plan to attend college in Maine.  Deadline:  April 4, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION OF MAINE:  Three $500 scholarships granted to students who excel both on and off the golf course and who plan to pursue a career in health education or promotion, a medical field, or an environmental field.  Deadline:  April 1, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student. 

ASSOCIATED GENERAL CONTRACTORS OF MAINE EDUCATION FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP:  Scholarship granted to students who plan to enroll in a two or four-year MAINE college or university in a construction-related field of study.  Deadline:  March 31, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU CLASS OF 2008 STUDENT OF INTEGRITY AWARD:  Three $2,500 scholarships awarded to graduating seniors.  Applicants are evaluated on leadership, community service, academic excellence, personal integrity, and a character building essay.  Only one student per high school can be nominated.  Deadline:  Bring a completed essay and resume to the Student Services Office by April 15, 2008.  See application information for further details.
BETTY SYVINSKY 4-H SCHOLARSHIP:  Scholarship granted to students who have completed at least four years of 4-H work and have volunteered at the 4-H food booth at the Acton Fair for at least three years.  Deadline:  May 15, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
BILLY CHEVERIE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP:  Several $1,000 scholarships granted to students who demonstrate a commitment to leadership, community service, and academic effort.  Athletic participation is an additional plus for consideration.  Deadline:  March 21, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.  Online submissions may also be available this year.  Check the website at www.nhcf.org (click on “Student Aid” and scroll) for instructions.
BOB ELLIOT – TV8 WMTW JOURNALISM SCHOLARSHIP:  $1500 scholarship to a high school senior who plans to major in journalism, communication, or a related area of study.  Deadline:  March 24, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student. 
THE CLIFF HOUSE SCHOLARSHIP:  Scholarships granted to students who wish to pursue a degree in culinary arts, restaurant management and/or hotel management.  Deadline:  April 15, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.  
CMP GROUP SCHOLARSHIP:   $1,000 to $5,000 scholarships granted to dependents of CMP Group and CMP Group affiliate employees or retirees.  Deadline:  May 1, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.

HAROLD H. BROWN INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AWARD:  Funding available for students interested in foreign travel.  Priority given to approved 4-H international travel programs.  Deadline:  March 7, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
HUMANE SOCIET OF THE UNITED STATES:  SHAW-WORTH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP:  $2,000 scholarship granted to a New England high school senior who has made a meaningful contribution to animal protection over a significant period of time.  Deadline:  March 17, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.

GUY P. GANNETT SCHOLARSHIP:  Scholarship granted to a student who plans to major in journalism or a field reasonably related, including all forms of print, broadcast, or electronic media.  Deadline:  May 1, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
HARTLEY LORD SCHOLARSHIP:  $1,000 awarded to a student who plans to pursue a course of study in a field that focuses on the well being of the senior members of our society.  Such a field of study includes, but is not necessarily limited to, community service, eldercare, nursing or medicine.  Deadline:  May 1, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
JOSEPH W. MAYO ALS SCHOLARSHIP:  Scholarship granted to the children, step-children, and grandchildren of an ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) patient.  Deadline:  May 1, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
KIWANIS CLUB OF THE SEACOAST:  Scholarship available for graduating high school seniors.  Deadline:  April 18, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.

KOHL’S KIDS WHO CARE SCHOLARSHIP:  $1,000 scholarship granted to students whose volunteer efforts have made a positive impact on others in the past twelve months.  Students must be nominated by an adult and nominations must be done online by March 15, 2008 at www.scholarshipamerica.org/i-applications/kohls. 
LOU FONTANA SCHOLARSHIP:  $750 scholarship for the University of Maine system students who plan to pursue a degree in Special Education.  Deadline:  March 4, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student. 

MAINE EDUCATION SERVICES SCHOLARSHIPS:  Multiple scholarships for Maine students who plan to continue their education at a two or four-year college or university .  Deadline:  Complete the online application (www.mesfoundation.com) by April 18, 2008.  The system will automatically inform applicants as to which specific scholarships they are eligible for and what additional information may be required.
MAINE EDUCATIONAL SECRETARIES ASSOCIATION (M.E.S.A.):  Four $500 scholarships granted to students who plan to attend a two or four-year college program.  Applicants must be referred by a M.E.S.A. member or have a member in his/her school district.  Deadline:  April 11, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
MAINE INKEEPERS ASSOCIATION:  Scholarship granted to a student who plans to attend a college, university, or vocational school to receive training in hotel/restaurant management or culinary arts.  Deadline:  April 13, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
MAINE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS:  Two scholarships granted to students who plan to pursue an engineering career.  Deadline:  March 4, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student. 
MAINE SCHOOL FOOD SERVICE ASSOCIATION:  Scholarship awarded to a student who plans to pursue a college degree in food service, nutrition, or food service management.  Deadline:  April 15, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.

MAINE STATE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION:  $750 to $1,500 scholarships awarded to children of dues-paying members of the Maine State Employees Association or the Service Employees International Union.  Children of Maine educators may NOT apply for these scholarships.  Deadline:  April 18, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
MAINE STATE FLORISTS’ & GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP:  Four $250 scholarships for students who plan to further their education in horticulture or floriculture.  Deadline:  March 1, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
MAINE STATE GRANGE:  $500 scholarship awarded to a student who plans to pursue college study in an agriculturally related field.  Some examples include forestry, biotechnology, fish and wildlife study, animal science, and equine science.  Deadline:  April 30, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student. 

MAINE STATE NURSES ASSOCIATION:  $1,000 scholarship granted to a student who will attend an accredited nursing program in Maine.  Deadline:  July 1, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.

MAINE VIETNAM VETERANS’ SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Scholarships granted to college-bound students who are the children or grandchildren of veterans who served in the Vietnam War or other conflicts.  Deadline:  May 1, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.

MAINELY CHARACTER:  $5,000 scholarship based on character, integrity, responsibility and concern for others.  Deadline:  Apply on-line at www.mainelycharacter.org before March 1, 2008.
MITCHELL SCHOLARSHIP:  $5,000 scholarship granted to a student who has strong academic potential, has been involved in community service, and has financial need.  While all students may apply, priority is given to students who plan to attend a Maine college.  Applicants may pursue both two and four-year degrees.  Deadline:  April 1, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
NELNET:  $1,000 to $25,000 scholarships granted to the winners of a monthly drawing.  Fill out an online entry form at www.nelnet.com/win.  Students may enter online daily to increase their chances of winning.  Drawings will be made monthly through August 8, 2008.

PFIZER EPILEPSY SCHOLARSHP AWARD:  $3,000 scholarship honoring students who have overcome the challenges of epilepsy and plan to continue their education in college.  Students must register on the following site:  www.epilepsy-scholarship.com to download application materials.  Deadline:  March 1, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
PINE TREE STATE 4-H FOUNDATION:  Scholarship granted to graduating seniors who are current members of 4-H.  Deadline:  March 7, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
PORTLAND PRESS HERALD / MAINE SUNDAY TELEGRAM SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Four $1,000 awards granted to students of color who plan to be full-time students at the University of Southern Maine.  Deadline:  May 1, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.  
QUOTA CLUB OF GREATER PORTSMOUTH:  $500 scholarship awarded to a Seacoast New Hamphire/Maine high school senior with a documented educationally significant hearing loss.  Deadline:  April 15, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.

RUFFED GROUSE SOCIETY:  Two $2,000 scholarships for students planning to major in Wildlife Conservation, Conservation Law Enforcement or Forest Management.  Deadline:  April 9, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
SCHOLAR ATHLETE MILK MUSTACHE OF THE YEAR (SAMMY) AWARD:  $7,500 scholarship for outstanding scholar athletes.  Applications and official rules are available online at sammy.bodybymilk.com until March 7, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
SEACOAST SCHOLARS PROGRAM:  Variety of scholarships offered for college-bound students based on merit and need.  Deadline:  March 14, 2008.  There is a $20 fee for written applications, but none for on-line submissions.  Apply online at www.nhcf.org/page16960.cfm 
SOUTHERN MAINE WOMEN’S GOLF ASSOCIATION:  Six $1,000 scholarships granted to young women who are involved in some aspect of golf (play, caddie, pro shop, maintenance) and plan to pursue post-secondary education.  Deadline:  July 15, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student. 
SPOTLIGHT FINE ARTS SCHOLARSHIP:  Two $1,000 grants to students who are planning to further their education in the Fine Arts (music, visual arts, drama, dance, and literary arts).  Deadline:  March 28, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.  

STEPHEN PHILLIPS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP:  $3,000 to $10,000 scholarship for involved “B” or better students who demonstrate significant financial need.  For additional details on scholarship criteria and an application, go to the following website:  www.phillips-scholarship.org.  Deadline:  May 1, 2008.   Application to be processed by the student. 

THOMAS J. LANDERS SCHOLARSHIP:  Three $500 scholarships granted to students who plan to attend a two or four-year college and major in law enforcement.  Deadline:  April 16, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.

UNICEL “HIGH SCHOOL HEROES” SCHOLARSHIP:  Scholarship granted to students who have given of themselves for others, making our towns and cities better places to live, work, and play.  Deadline:  March 31, 2008.  Apply by paper or online at www.unicel.com/scholarships.
YORK COUNTY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION:  Five scholarships awarded to college-bound students who are members of the York County Federal Credit Union.  Students may join the YCFCU by opening a savings account with a minimum balance of $25.00.  Deadline:  April 15, 2008   Application to be processed by the student.
SPECIAL LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP
FRIENDS OF THE YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY:  $1,000 scholarship granted to students who plan to major in library science, social science, or a liberal arts discipline.  Recipients must perform volunteer service at the York Public Library.  Please contact the library to arrange your service time.  Deadline:  May 1, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student. 
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDENTS APPLYING TO SPECIFIC SCHOOLS

Many colleges and universities offer scholarship and grant opportunities to students planning to attend their institutions.  The following colleges and universities have notified us of specific scholarships or grants.  All of these applications are to be processed by the student unless indicated otherwise.

NEW ENGLAND INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY:  $1,000 to $2,000 scholarships granted to the winners of various essay contests.  The subject areas are:  Automotive Technology, Multimedia & Web Design, Architectural Building & Engineering Technology, Computer Aided Design, and general Technology.  Further information on this competition can be found at the “What’s New” section of NEIT’s website at www.neit.edu.  Deadline:  March 19, 2008.  Application to be processed by the student.
ADDITIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE ONLINE
The York High School Student Services Office has excellent links to college financial aid and career planning resources through its website www.yorkschools.org/yhs/services/guidance.htm.  Additional scholarships, available for Maine student only, may be found by using the scholarship search program at the website for the Finance Authority of Maine (FAME) at www.famemaine.com.  Other free scholarship search sites include:

www.college-scholarships.com      

www.scholarships.com
www.theoldschool.org
www.scholaraid.com
www.fastweb.com
www.fastaid.com
Finally, by subscribing to www.WeeklyScholarshipAlert.org, students (or parents) will receive 1 to 5 scholarship notices per week.  Several prominent national scholarships are currently available.

Financial aid has become a very complicated process and a great deal of information is available only on the web.  A diligent search can yield good results.





















